Psychology Department, Harvard University

Frequently Asked Questions for Foreign Nationals

Participating in Harvard Research Studies
1. If I am a current Harvard Student or University Affiliate and I am not a U.S. citizen, do I need to fill out the FNIF and file it with the Study Administrator before participating in studies for compensation?
Yes.  Harvard students or University Affiliates who are Foreign Nationals need to fill out the FNIF and provide copies of their documentation (visa number, passport, etc.) to the Study Administrator in order to be compensated for participation in any study.  The FNIF (Foreign National Information Form) can be downloaded from the Study Pool website. 

2.     If I am not a current Harvard Student or University Affiliate and I am not a U.S. citizen , do I    need to fill out the FNIF and file it with the Study Administrator before participating in studies for compensation?
To participate in studies for monetary compensation Foreign Nationals (not U.S. citizens or Green Card holders) must be affiliated with Harvard University. Your United States visa or the annotation on your I-20 Form must list "Harvard University" as the sponsoring institution. If this is not the case, you are not eligible to participate in studies for compensation from Harvard at this time.
3. What documentation may be required of me in order to receive clearance to participate?
When you visit the Study Administrator in 234 William James Hall to fill out your Foreign National Information Form (FNIF), you will be asked to present the following original documents:
a) your passport

b) your I-94 Departure Information (a small white card inside your passport)

c) your U.S. Visa from your passport

d)  your I-20, DS2019, IAP66 or I797 (immigration documents), if applicable


e)  proof of work authorization from your sponsoring institution, if applicable 
Please bring all applicable documents with you to the Study Pool Office to avoid delay in processing.   
4. I have a Social Security Number.  Do I still have to fill out the FNIF?

Having a Social Security Number does not necessarily mean that you are eligible to participate in studies for compensation.  Foreign Nationals with Social Security numbers must still fill out the FNIF and get approval prior to participating in any studies.

5. I have a Green Card.  Do I have to fill out the FNIF?

No.  This pre-clearance process does not apply to Permanent Resident Aliens who can demonstrate by showing their Green Cards during their initial screening appointment that they are eligible to receive compensation in the United States.  If you have a Green Card, you are welcome to participate in studies without visiting the Study Pool Office for clearance.
6. How long does it take to get approved for study participation after submitting my FNIF and other documentation?

If you are a Harvard University student or affiliate and your visa is sponsored by Harvard, you can receive your approval on the same day you visit the Study Pool Office with your documentation. The process of completing the paperwork takes about five minutes. Please email the Study Administrator (studypool@wjh.harvard.edu) in advance to make sure she will be available to process the documentation.
7. Do I have to fill out the FNIF before I participate in studies or can I do it afterwards?

Before.  You will not be allowed to participate in studies without a Subject Payment Form approved by the Study Pool Office.  If you participate in a study without presenting this SPO-approved form to the researcher, there is no guarantee of compensation for your participation.  Under federal law, the University is not allowed to compensate Foreign Nationals until their eligibility to receive income and the taxable status of said income has been determined. 

8. Can I be compensated via cash or gift cards/certificates?

No.  You cannot receive cash payment or a gift card/certificate (considered a cash equivalent) for participation in studies.  However, once your documentation has been approved by the Study Administrator and the University’s Tax Services Office, you can be reimbursed by check at the completion of your study participation.
9. Can I participate in studies for credit?

Yes.  You are able to participate in studies for credit if you are enrolled in a participating Psychology course.  However, if you finish accruing your credit hours for your course and then decide to participate in additional studies for compensation, you must visit the Study Administrator to complete the appropriate paperwork (see FAQ #1 above) and receive approval before participating in any additional studies.

10. What will Researchers in the Harvard Psychology Department ask of me when I come to participate in a study?

When you arrive at your appointment, researchers will ask you: “Are you participating for compensation or for credit?”  If you are participating for compensation, you will need to present the researcher with your Subject Payment Form (given to you by the Study Administrator when you complete the required paperwork and get approval).  If you have forgotten to bring a copy of this form to the study appointment, you may visit the Study Pool Office to pick up a copy.
      11.  Do I have to resubmit my documents every time I want to participate in a study?
Yes and No.  You will need to show a copy of your SPO-approved Subject Payment Form (which indicates the time period in which you are eligible to participate) at every new study appointment.  You will not need to carry your passport or visa with you once you have received your approved Subject Payment Form.  However, filling out a new FNIF and approval from the Study Pool Office is required any time your visa status changes.  If you run out of approved Subject Payment Forms and are still eligible to participate in studies, additional copies of your approved form can be obtained from the Study Pool Office.
12. Do I have to fill out a FNIF if I am participating in the study while located outside the United States?

No.  Individuals who perform services for the University, such as participating in a research study, while they are physically located outside the United States do not have to fill out a FNIF in order to receive compensation.  However, proof of eligibility may be required.  Individuals falling into this category should check with the Study Pool Office before participating in any studies.  
Questions about this process?  Please visit the Study Administrator in 234 William James Hall, Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm or email: studypool@wjh.harvard.edu.
